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1 ( WHEREUPON THE PROCEEDI NGS COMVENCED AS FOLLOWE:)
2 PRESI DENT Ms. CULPEPPER.  Good norni ng,
3 and wel cone to the M ssissippi Board of
4 Nursing. This is our Board neeting.
5 At this tinme, before we begin, | would
6 |i ke to ask Ms. Lacey Gentry to lead us in
7 prayer.

8 (I nvocati on)

9 PRESI DENT MS. CULPEPPER: So before we
10 begin this norning, | would like to start
11 with roll call, beginning to ny left.

12 M. Castilla, if you will, please state
13 your nane.

14 BOARD MEMBER MR. CASTI LLA: Al veno

15 Castil | a.

16 BOARD MEMBER M5. WALKER: Carly Wal ker .
17 BOARD MEMBER MS. MOCDY: Janel Moody.
18 BOARD MEMBER MS. GENTRY: Lacy Gentry.
19 BOARD MEMBER DR. KING Dr. Melissa

20 Ki ng.

21 BOARD MEMBER MR- CUMM NS: Jereny

22 Cumm ns.

23 PRESI DENT MS. CULPEPPER  Sandra

24 Cul pepper.

25 BOARD MEMBER MS. CLANTON:. Jani e
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1 C ant on.
2 BOARD MEMBER DR. DOTSON: Dr. Renia
3 Dot son.
4 BOARD MEMBER DR. STEWART: Mary Stewart.
) BOARD MEMBER NORRI S- JOHANSON:  Nancy
6 Norri s-Johnson.
7 PRESI DENT MS. CULPEPPER: And online on
8 Zoomwe have M. T. J. Adans. Can you state
9 your nane for us?
10 BOARD MEMBER MR. ADAMS: Yes, nma' am
11 T. J. Adams, RN
12 PRESI DENT MS. CULPEPPER: At this point,
13 | would |ike to declare a quorum
14 The first itemon the agenda is approval
15 of the agenda.
16 BOARD MEMBER MR. CUM NS:. | nake a
17 noti on we approve the agenda as reported.
18 BOARD MEMBER MS. CLANTON: | second.
19 PRESI DENT MS. CULPEPPER: All those in
20 favor, say "aye."
21 BOARD PANEL: Aye.
22 PRESI DENT MS. CULPEPPER: Any opposed?
23 (No response)
24 PRESI DENT MS. CULPEPPER  Any abstai n?
25 (No response)
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PRESI DENT Ms. CULPEPPER.  The notion
noves forward.

At this point, we will have the open
forum

Do we have anyone fromthe public that
would i ke to speak this norning?

Al right. Myving forward, the
| egi sl ati ve update.

M . Bobi nger?

MR, BOBI NGER: Actually, the M ssissipp

Senate worked up until not long ago this

norning. Shan, I'mkind of used to them
| eaving early on Friday. | don't like that.
It's good to see y'all. And as y'all

m ght know, we have been very busy around the
Capitol with healthcare and a | ot of other
| ssues.

"Il just start off nentioning the
Medi cai d expansion bill is still alive.
There's a pretty good gap between the Senate
and the House position, but it is going to
conference. So we'll see what cones out of
t hat .

Qoviously, a lot of effort was put on

behal f of, particularly, our professional
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1 associ ations, advocating for full-practice
2 authority for APRNs. Unfortunately, that bil
3 di d not cone out of the House Committee, Public
4 Health Commttee. |t was brought up for a
5 vote. It was a very close vote. Quite
6 candidly, there were a couple of fol ks that
7 swtched right there at the end, which can
8 happen sonetines, especially on a bill |ike
9 this.
10 Agai n, there's support out there for it,
11 but I still think there are sone
12 m sunder st andi ngs, quite candidly, about really
13 what it does and what it doesn't do. And I
14 think there will just be a continuing effort to
15 try to educate and better informthose fol ks
16 and |l et them understand that everything you
17 hear is not exactly correct or accurate.
18 Anyway, a |lot of our associations and,
19 certainly, the Board was supportive of the
20 people that we regulate and |license. But we'l]l
21 conti nue on that journey.
22 | wanted to nention Senate Bill 2080. [|I'm
23 just going to quickly nention a few here. This
24 was the Mdwifery Bill that would have actually
25 created a new, Dr. Johnson, | think, entity,
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1 right, to regulate mdw fery? That bill did
2 not pass, but it was introduced. It died. It
3 was Senate Bill 2080. O course, we know
4 Senator Blackwell's Bill on the FPA was Senate
5 Bill 2377. Representative Scoggin's FPA bil
6 was House Bill 821. One that | think everybody
7 shoul d pay attention to is House Bill 1640. |
8 call it the "omibus nental health bill." It's
9 wvery inportant. It addresses several aspects
10 I n our nental healthcare system
11 One, ny lawer friend here wl|
12 appreciate, is civil commtnents. [It's |ooking
13 at the comm tnent process. And, you know, now,
14 soneone -- if an interested person, say a
15 famly menber, takes soneone -- they go to the
16 Chancery Cerk's Ofice, you know, and they try
17 to get a wit ordered for the sheriff to pick
18 them up and have them exam ned, one of the
19 things this bill would do woul d be a
20 pre-screening prior to the conmmtnent process,
21  where they have one of those crisis
22 i ntervention teans or one of the comunity
23 heal th centers, they would go and try to
24 evaluate this person prior to an actual
25 commtnent. The thought being, "If we can have

844.533.DEPO



STATE OF MS. BOARD OF NURSING

Business Meeting - 04/12/2024 Page 10
1 an alternative or divert themfromthat
2 process, then we're helping a patient." And we
3 don't want sick or nentally ill people in jail,
4 right, locked up in jail?
5 And that's been a big probl em because we
6 just haven't had the beds and the facilities,
7 so a lot of these people, out of necessity, not
8 di scretion, have been placed in county jails.
9 So it's not good for the patient or the sick
10 person, it's not good for the county. | can
11 tell you the sheriffs, they don't want --
12 they're not trained for that. So this bil
13 attenpts to address sone of those issues, so |
14 t hought it was -- nerited nentioning.
15 They' re working on sone things with henp
16 and cannabis. It looks -- there's a bil
17 afoot. | think it looks like it's going to
18 pass -- it's still in process -- that would --
19 you know, when you go to the gas station, of
20 course, you see a lot of things for sale in the
21 gas station, kratom CBD oil, | nean,
22 everything. And |'ve been told sone of those
23 t hi ngs, maybe not necessarily the two |
24 mentioned, but there are sone things that are
25 technically illegal that are being sold in
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1 pl aces that they should not be sold, and they
2 have quite an intoxicating effect. To ne,
3 that's kind of a polite word for it, probably.
4 So with this bill, they're wanting to nove
5 sone of the cannabis things. | don't think
6 it'"s like CBD oil. But sone of the edibles or
7 what ever, they're wanting to require those to
8 be sold in a dispensary, a cannabis di spensary.
9 You kind of have two sections in the
10 di spensary, one would be henp based and the
11 other. And they got into this big discussion
12 about THC | evel s and what is acceptabl e and
13 what's not. And there's really no testing on
14 the henp and that kind of thing. So there's
15 been a | ot of discussion on that. That's House
16 Bill 1676.
17 | nmentioned this bill to you earlier. It
18 did not pass, but there was a Senate Bill 2070
19 wth nurse practitioners authorized to di spense
20 | egend drugs to patients.
21 And | think, if I"mcorrect, Dr. Johnson,
22 under federal |aw, that requires a
23 prescription; is that right? | think that's
24 correct.
25 EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR MS. JOHNSON:  ( Nods
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1 head affirmatively).

2 MR, BOBINGER: But that bill was

3 dropped. Again, that's related back to the

4 cannabi s, you know, to conformthe Cannabis

5 Act was the intent of it.

6 | know this is sonething that the Board

7 | eader shi p, Shan, | know you and Dr. Johnson

8 and sone of the Board nenbers have been very

9 interested in workforce training. Cbviously,
10 we have our own Ofice of Wirkforce Training

11 for the Board of Nursing. This House

12 Bill 1129, -- and it's still going -- it would
13 transfer the Ofice of M ssissippi Wrkforce
14 fromUMC to the State Departnent of Health, so
15 It would nove that. And | think the parties,
16 Dr. Johnson, have agreed upon that, | think.

17 Now, this other bill we ended up having a
18 | ot of discussion about, Senate Bill 2860,

19 Medi cation Aide Act, A-I-D-E This is where
20 you woul d have soneone that could be hired with
21 like -- 12, was it -- Phyllis, I"'mtrying to
22 remenber -- six hours of training? Twelve? |
23 nmean, it was not nmuch. But they could actually
24 I nject people with insulin, and they could

25 admnister an inhaler. And |I'mgoing -- just
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1 Wi th bare m ni mum training.
2 And there was kind of a push behind that
3 because these personal care hones -- | guess
4 that would include what | call "assisted
5 living” as well, | assune. | understand it's a
6 nmoney thing. You follow ne? They woul d rather
7 hire somebody at $12 an hour, whatever, -- |I'm
8 pi cki ng that nunber -- rather than having an
9 LPN or an RN or soneone el se. But you folks
10 understand that you're bringing -- | don't care
11 iIf it's a blister pack or not. You're taking
12 that nedication to those patients, but you're
13 tal ki ng about injections and things.
14 Li ke | said, there was a back-and-forth on
15 this with the folks. And, like |I said, |
16 understand the business side of it. But, you
17 know, as Dr. Johnson is always saying, you
18 know, our priority is patient safety and doing
19 things to protect the public. So that bil
20 died. It did not pass, but | wanted you to
21 know that there's kind of a lot going on wth
22 that bill.
23 And, then, they've got another bill on
24 cannabis where they really tried to expand it
25 on advertising and all this. That got shot
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1 down. But | think they're going to do sone
2 t hi ngs on background checks and fees and
3 appeal s and that kind of thing.
4 You know, there's a bill that | know sone
5 people -- y'all are famliar. There's this
6 cl ass of what we call "rare diseases." And
7 they don't happen a lot, but they're horrific
8 for those famlies and nenbers that do. This
9 bill had been dropped several years, and |
10 think it's going to pass into law this year. |
11 think it may be on the way to the Governor.
12 The M ssissi ppi Rare Di sease Advi sory Counci l
13 created Senate Bill 2156, and | think it's
14 going to be housed at UMC.
15 But they're going to study and gather data
16 and that kind of thing about rare diseases. |
17 think they'|l nmake a report to the |egislature
18 and, perhaps, the Departnent of Health and
19 other entities. And sone of these famlies
20 that are inpacted with children or adults,
21 quite frankly, have been pushing for this just
22 to bring a focus and a |ight on rare di seases.
23 So | think that's sonmething that is a good
24 thing. And, you know, there again, we're
25 pushi ng al ong, hopeful ly, hel ping people that
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1 are sick or having nedical issues.
2 The last thing I'll nmention is House
3 Bill 1803. That is our appropriation bill.
4 Shan and | have tal ked, and I -- again, | would
5 be rem ss wi thout thanking Shan for all of her
6 hard work on that budget, so |I thank Shan and
7 all your -- 1 can text her and say, "Look, can
8 you get ne a one-pager? | know you sent ne a
9 t wo- pager, but can you get ne a one-pager?",
10 and, bam it's there. And | appreciate that.
11 Yall knowit's like westling wwth a bear
12 over there when you get to noney and nobney
13 I ssues, and | can see the effect. You know,
14 t he ARPA noney, nost of it has gone away. Now,
15 there's still a pot out there, but it's nothing
16 | i ke what we had the last two or three years.
17 So things -- and then you' ve got PERS.
18 Y all are all famliar with the Public
19 Enpl oyees Retirenment Systemissue, which |I'm
20 sure there are going to be -- there will end up
21 being a | arge appropriation nmade to shore up
22 t he PERS fund.
23 So funds are -- general funds are tighter,
24 and there's a nentality, | think, at the
25 Capi tol about watching dollars closer. But our
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1 bill is scheduled to go to conference, so we've
2 got sone nore tine to work on it. And we'll
3 continue to work on that and with Dr. Johnson,
4 Shan, and other staff, and certainly any of the
5 Board nenbers to see what we can do to nake
6 sure we have the adequate resources here for
7 this Board to carry out its duties and
8 responsi bilities.

9 So with that, I'll end ny presentation.
10 | f anyone's got any questions?

11 PRESI DENT MS. CULPEPPER. Does anybody
12 have any questions for M. Bobinger?

13 BOARD MEMBER DR. STEWART: So the Rare
14 Di seases Comm ttee Council, did they

15 appropriate funds for that, or did they --

16 MR. BOBINGER: No. That's a great

17 guestion. Thank you, Dr. Stewart, for asking
18 t hat .

19 VWhat they did initially is, they've

20 created it. They've given themauthority. [|'ve
21 been told there's already a benefactor who's
22 willing to nmake sone contributions. | don't
23 know that for a fact. That's what | was told.
24 But it said they could accept donations or

25 recei ve funds.
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1 What | would like to see, if they start
2 really neeting and gathering data, then you can
3 take that and go to the | egislature and say,
4 "Okay. We're carrying out our duties and
5 responsibilities. Gve us sone State funds to
6 support it." So | think that's kind of the
7 idea. It's got to be self-sufficient at this
8 point with private donations. But | think if
9 it works like it should, then I think the

10 | egi sl ature | ater would probably be open to

11 funding it.

12 BOARD MEMBER DR. STEWART: | was j ust

13 curious. Thanks.

14 PRESI DENT Ms. CULPEPPER.  Any ot her

15 questions?

16 ASST. ATTORNEY GENERAL Ms. TURNER:

17 Trey, do you have an update on Senate

18 Bill 2799, the reconstitution of all of the

19 Boards that went back to the Senate for

20 conference?

21 MR. BOBINGER Yes, | do. | was on the
22 phone with Representative Randy Boyd on that
23 very bill this norning. 1've spoken to

24 Represent ati ve Zuber, Hank Zuber, who has

25 that bill in this Commttee. The bill --
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1 t hank you for asking that question.
2 That is the bill dealing with the
3 appoi ntnent of all State agency Board nenbers
4 and sonet hi ng we' ve never seen before, an every
5 four-year confirmation of every executive
6 director, which, to ne, that obviously has
7 al ways been a prerogative of a Board, you know,
8 whet her it's Board of Nursing, Board of Mdical
9 Li censure, whonever. So we've never had that.
10 That would be a new winkle if that stays in
11 the bill.
12 Now, the bill as currently proposed -- and
13 It's going to conference -- would cone into
14 effect in 2028, so there would be a four-year
15 del ay period there. But, nonethel ess, at that
16 point, it would still have an inpact.
17 The other thing is geographical diversity
18 I S supposedly one of the purposes behind the
19 bill, neaning they want, like, so many fromthe
20 Sout hern, Central, Northern Suprene Court
21 Districts to try to ensure that various areas
22 of the State are adequately represented.
23 One thing we've been sensitive tois, we
24 want to keep high quality, right, our standards
25 and qualifications up? You know, on this
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1 Board, nost of -- many of our appointees are
2 recomended by nursing -- professional nursing
3 organi zati ons or associations. And, you know,
4 there's been sone of our folks that want to
5 keep that in place, and other Boards. W're
6 not the only one that has a simlar system
7 Some don't, but sonme do.
8 So it sort of depends on -- you know, sone
9 folks are for just a straight-out appointnent;
10 sone woul d rat her sonebody nmake a
11 recomrendation. But | just wanted to nention
12 that was in there. And I'mtrying to renenber.
13 But, basically, it would be a reconstituting of
14 the way the current systemis done.
15 Now, |i ke our Board nenbers, obviously,
16 you have to be -- do the advice and consent
17 fromthe Senate once you're appoi nted by the
18 Governor. Sonme Boards, believe it or not, do
19 not even require -- all Boards do not require
20 that. So for sone Boards, it's not just the
21 Executive Director, but it would be the actual
22 Board itself, their nmenbership. But that's not
23 a change for us. It would not be a change for
24 this Board. But | think a |ot of agencies,
25 obviously, are interested in the bill and are
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1 watching it. W'Il|l see what happens in
2 conf erence.
3 | know Representative -- or Chairman Zuber
4 has been open to di scussing any particul ar
5 | ssues we may have with our |anguage in the
6 bill, so that's encouraging. So we'll continue
7 to |l ook at that.

8 But, yes, it's headed to conference, and
9 It appears to have | eadershi p support on both
10 sides. So it's not just sone bill floating. |
11 mean, it -- | think it's an intentional bill,

12 So. ..

13 BOARD MEMBER MR CASTILLA: | have a

14 guesti on about Medi cai d Expansi on

15 Legi sl ati on.

16 MR. BOBI NGER:  Yes, sir.

17 BOARD MEMBER MR CASTILLA: From a

18 cal endar standpoint in tinme, what are the

19 drop-dead dates in terns of final action on
20 that?

21 MR. BOBINGER: That's a good questi on.
22 On paper -- you know, we always |augh and say
23 t hat on paper, signing dye, you know, the

24 | ast day is May the 5th. But all indications
25 are they're really trying to get out a little
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1 early. In fact, Speaker Wite, | think,
2 today said -- you know, a lot of tines
3 they'll do a designated weekend for
4 appropriation rather than bill. He's wanting
5 to do that nore during the week and speed
6 t hat process up.
7 | was wat chi ng Li eutenant Governor
8 Hosemann today, and he kept adnoni shing and
9 encouragi ng his Chairnen, "Submt your nanes
10 for your conferees on your bills that are going
11 to conference.” So |I'mseeing -- now, that
12 doesn't nean it wll happen.
13 Normal Iy, on the Conference Committee,
14 i ke on Medicaid, you could run close to the
15 end of April. | don't have the calendar in
16 front of nme, but you could go probably right
17 near the end of April. So what's today? The
18 12t h, nmaybe; is that right?
19 So at least two and a half weeks probably,
20 close toit. But I've got a feeling that it's
21 going to be conpressed, the tinme period will.
22 But there's still sone tinme there, and | figure
23 that will be one of the -- if they get a bill,
24 it wll be one of the last bills.
25 BOARD MEMBER MR. CASTILLA: One of the
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1 | ast ones?
2 MR. BOBINGER: Yes, sir, it will be one
3 of the |ast ones, so...
4 PRESI DENT Ms. CULPEPPER.  Any ot her
5 guestions for M. Bobinger?
6 MR. BOBINGER: | have one comment, if |
7 may. | think when our Assistant AG gets
8 coffee next tine, she needs to bring
9 everybody a Starbucks. | think that's
10 unfair.
11 Al right. Thank y'all very nuch. |
12 appreciate it.
13 PRESI DENT Ms. CULPEPPER  Thank you,
14 M . Bobi nger.
15 Next, we're going to nove forward wth
16 just a rem nder for the Board of Directors'
17 Retreat. It will be May 7th, 8th, and 9th,
18 wth a reception occurring on the 7th and
19 two days of education, which | wll say is
20 going to be a great educational opportunity for
21 all of us.
22 Next, |'mgoing to ask Dr. Burks for the
23 O fice of Nursing Wrkforce report.
24 DR. BURKS: Good norning. Fromthe
25 Ofice of Nursing Wirkforce, first, 1"l
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1 start with ONW Advi sory Board Committ ee.
2 That's a voluntary Conmttee that consists of
3 ten nenbers, and their purpose is to advise
4 and assist the Ofice of Nursing Wrkforce.
5 Currently, there are six nenbers whose term
6 w |l expire June 2024, and we are actively
7 seeking individuals who will be an asset to
8 the Advisory Board. And as of the 10th, we
9 had four applications. | received sone
10 I nformati on yesterday that there are a couple
11 nore individuals that are considering
12 submtting for a position on the Advisory
13 Commttee. So if you know of anyone, please
14 submt their information. The deadline for
15 subm ssion is April 26th, 2024.
16 Al'so, in ONW the first newsletter was
17 publ i shed, and that was on March the 8th. That
18 newsl etter is currently on the ONW webpage.
19 And we did receive positive feedback from
20 st akehol ders as well as the nursing conmunity
21 about the ONWnewsl etter. They thought it was
22 very informative. They thought it was well put
23 together, and they're | ooking forward to nore
24 newsl etters from ONWthe future.
25 Also, with the ONWstudent nurse retention
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1 schol arshi ps, we had three that graduated in
2 February; two will graduate in May of 2024; two
3 al so finished their work service agreenents in
4 February; we had two that finished in January;
5 and three that finished their service
6 agreenents i n Decenber.
7 Also, in the Ofice of Nursing Wrkforce,
8 t hey' ve been participating in conmmunity
9 outreach. They participated in the Health Fair
10 at M ssissippi Delta Comunity College; it was
11 al so M ssissippi Delta Community Col |l ege and
12 their Advisory Conmttee as well. And they
13 were very appreciative of the Board attending
14 and participating because they said this was
15 the first tinme that they had the Board out to
16 their school, so they were excited about that.
17 M ssi ssippi Gulf Coast Community Col |l ege's
18 Career Fair is April of 2024, and they were
19 al so very appreciative.
20 In ternms of the ONW nursing program
21  schol arshi ps, there were over $800, 000
22 distributed to the schools. And there are sone
23 | etters of appreciation, and they are attached
24 to the docunent that you received. The
25 schools, as well as the students, they are very
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1 appreciative of the funding that they receive
2 t hrough the schol arship program And for many
3 of these students, it is a gane-changer. It
4 assists them It helps themto go to that next
5 | evel, and it al so encourages and hel ps themto
6 reach their goal of becom ng nurses.

7 We are in the process of review ng the

8 school s' accountability forns because the

9 school s are responsible for submtting the

10 nanes, the anount that each individual

11 received. We will have a prelimnary outcone
12 report and that will be available in July, and
13 that report wll include the actual -- the

14 total nunber of students from each discipline
15 that received their scholarships, their NCLEX
16 out cones, and those who are licensed in

17 Mssissippi. It will be a prelimnary report
18 because students wll be graduating in May.

19 There will be sonme that will possibly have

20 taken boards at that tine. So, hopefully, in
21 the fall, we will have a finalized report for
22 the Board's review

23 The MhWP, they are steady with the nunber
24 of participants that are in that program |
25 want to thank the project manager, Casey Loper.
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1 She has done a wonderful job in facilitating
2 and nonitoring the current participants in that
3 program And Casey, she has been visible and
4 out in the community. She was a vendor at the
5 addi ction conference in February. She's going
6 to be attending the NOAP in May and al so a part
7 of the Mental Health Awareness Day in June.
8 And Casey, she will speaking at an upcom ng
9 event hosted by MNA. That's going to be in

10 North M ssissippi on April the 26th.

11 And that is the end of ny report for the
12 O fice of Nursing Wrkforce.

13 PRESI DENT Ms. CULPEPPER  Thank you,

14 Dr. Burks.

15 Do we have any questions for her?

16 (No response)

17 DR. BURKS: And Ms. Montgonery, she

18 pul | ed up the newsletter.

19 PRESI DENT MS. CULPEPPER: Wl |,

20 Dr. Burks, | would like to say | believe

21 collectively we appreciate your efforts, and
22 this looks fantastic. And | really |love that
23 we've received these letters. | think that's
24 really inportant. So thank you.

25 Next, noving on to the practical nursing
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1 educational report fromDr. Burks.

2 DR. BURKS: Fromthe practical nursing

3 side, I'll start with an application. Blue

4 Adiff College, they have resubmtted their

5 self-study with corrections of the

6 standards/criteria that they were found to be

7 nonconpliant. Last year, Blue Ciff actually

8 submtted an application to start a new

9 programin Mssissippi. And the site visit

10 teamis currently in the process of review ng
11 that revised report. Once they have

12 conpleted reviewing that report, we wll

13 submt a date to go out and do another site

14 visit to at Blue diff. And they are |ocated
15 I n the coastal area.

16 Al so, the accreditation schedule is com ng
17 up for the year 2024. This will be the first
18 ti me under the purview of the M ssissippi Board
19 of Nursing that accreditation site visits wll
20 occur. As you can see, we have four visits

21 schedul ed for this year.

22 And in addition to preparing the schools
23 for the accreditation visits, the Board hosted
24 a virtual accreditation training for the PN

25 directors, staff, and faculty on April the 4th.

844.533.DEPO



STATE OF MS. BOARD OF NURSING

Business Meeting - 04/12/2024 Page 28
1 That training was a success. And the next
2 training is scheduled for April 16th, 2024.
3 And, al so, the practical nursing program
4 director has been participating in different
5 conferences: You'll see the M ssissippi LPN
6 Associ ation Convention that was held this week;
7 we w il be attending the M ssissippi School of
8 Nur si ng Associ ati on Conference in June; the PN
9 Council Faculty Retreat also in June; and the
10 Community Col |l ege Board CTE Conference in

11 Nat chez, and that will be August of 2024.

12 And that is the end of ny report for

13 practical nursing.

14 PRESI DENT Ms. CULPEPPER.  Any questi ons
15 for Dr. Burks on the practical nursing

16 report?

17 (No response)

18 PRESI DENT MS. CULPEPPER. Thank you,

19 Dr. Burks, for your great work on that.

20 Next, we're going to nove to the

21 Director's Report, Dr. Johnson.

22 EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR Ms. JOHNSON: Madam

23 Presi dent and Menbers of the Board, good

24 norning. | was trying to see if

25 Ms. Montgonmery had ny Power Poi nt over there,
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1 but you have a copy of it in your packet.
2 So you will see that we changed the report
3 alittle bit. And going forward, the report
4 will ook Iike this.
5 And this is an opportunity for us to
6 provi de data, the netrics of what was done in
7 past Board neetings so that we can keep up with
8 that information and present that information
9 to our stakeholders and also to show how
10 diligently and efficiently the Board works to
11 fulfill the mssion of public safety here at
12 t he Board of Nursing, because you-all do a
13 great job and you work very hard.
14 And that is also a testanment to this week
15 where we had our Associ ate Ceneral Counsel,
16 Brandon Wl ker, who had to stand in the stead
17 and do the entire week due to sonme unforeseen
18 ci rcunstances with our General Counsel. But |
19 nmust say that Brandon and the | egal teamdid an
20 outstanding job, as well as the Board Panel
21 that was convened to review the nultiple,
22 mul ti ple nunber of cases that were brought
23 bef ore the Board.
24 So | just want to thank the Board Panel
25 and thank ny staff and Brandon and his staff
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1 for the outstanding job that they have done
2 this week.
3 And as you will see the agenda on here,
4 basically, ny report will include information
5 on that agenda. And | |ike the saying by Mark
6 Twai n, "The secret of getting ahead is getting
7 started." So this is sonething new that we're
8 doing, but we're getting started and presenting
9 the information that needs to be brought to the
10 public's attention and to I et you know how wel |
11 you're doing.
12 So we will go on to the next slide,
13 "M ssion and Vision." As you know, we are here
14 to protect the public. W pronote conpetence,
15 we collaborate; we innovate; we educate; and we
16 |l ead. W& want to pronote the interests of
17 nurses and of fer forward-thinking guidance in
18 t he heal thcare workforce, but regulate the
19 nursing practice and education to ensure public
20 safety.
21 Updates. Operation N ghtingale is still
22 ongoing. W are actively nonitoring for any
23 school s and/or individuals associated with the
24 schools, and |I'm happy to report that
25 M ssissippi still has only had six nurses to
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1 show up as a result of the FBlI investigation or
2 Qperation Nightingale. And those nurses have
3 been confirmed to have been educat ed
4 appropriately and received their nursing
5 degrees appropriately, and that report has been
6 forwarded to the appropriate authorities at the
7 FBI |evel.

8 Additionally, we had our first

9 adm ni strative denial that you will be given
10 nore i nformati on about when Madam Presi dent

11 does her report. That is a result of the

12 Fraudul ent School s Operation N ghtingale

13 I nvestigation that will be presented to the

14 Board t oday.

15 | investigate all situations dealing wth
16 Qperation Nightingale firsthand, so they have
17 to cone to ne. | have affidavits and things of
18 that nature fromthe FBI. | have a direct

19 contact with the FBI. And so, it's still

20 ongoi ng. New schools are continuing to

21 devel op.

22 We get notification when those -- when the
23 FBI conpletes its investigation of any new

24 affidavits that cone forward with any

25 i nformation of any |licensees that are in our
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1 dat abase.
2 And | nust say that our Thought Span system
3 has worked very well with us being able to
4 identify any licensees. |'ve asked for an
5 audit retrospectively to | ook back to nake sure
6 that we don't have individuals that have
7 graduated fromthese schools that nmay have done
8 that prior to this investigation, and
9 Thought Span has been very cooperative.
10 And our system has worked very well in
11 that we have been able to either identify and
12 make the appropriate changes in investigations
13 or we have not had many that have graduated
14 fromsone of these schools. So that's a great
15 testanent to the technol ogy systemthat you-all
16 so graciously approved for us to have here at
17 t he Board of Nursing.
18 Board Visibility. W' ve been very
19 visible. You will see that the NCSBN
20 Gover nance Review Commttee net |ast nonth.
21 Shan Montgonery is our Board staff that has
22 been appoi nted at the national |evel for that
23 Commttee. It is a two-year Commttee, and
24 it's a very inportant Conmttee, and it
25 requires a lot of hard work. | guess she can
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1 attest to that. They wll be very busy, but
2 it's very inportant in that they will be
3 review ng the bylaws, articles of
4 I ncor poration, and naking the necessary changes
5 at the national |evel.
6 We attended the m dyear neeting. | would
7 | ike to highlight our Board nenber, Lacey
8 Gentry, soon to be Dr. Lacy Gentry. Have you
9 def ended yet ?
10 BOARD MEMBER MS. GENTRY: Nine days.
11 EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR MS. JOHNSON: N ne
12 days. Ckay.
13 But she presented at the m dyear neeting,
14 and it was on conpetency-based nursing and
15 education, and she did a phenonenal job. |
16 have had people cone up to ne wanting to know,
17 "Where did this person cone fronf"
18 And | said, "M ssissippi, the Sip."
19 But they were just anmazed at her
20 presentati on, her know edge. Philip D ckison,
21 the CEO of NCSBN, cane up to ne personally and
22 wanted to let ne know how great a job she did.
23 She was very knowl edgeable. And so, [|'ve
24 gotten a |l ot of people to inquire about that.
25 So, again, it's a testanent to the skil
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1 set of the Board nenbers that we have here. So
| highly encourage other Board nenbers to get
i nvol ved at the national level. You know I'm

all about, when the Comm ttees cone up, sending

2

3

4

5 out that information.
6 So Lacey is a rock star now. She'l

7 probably be called on to present at sone ot her
8 nati onal conferences, and | wouldn't be a bit

9 surprised if it goes international. So just be
10 on guard.

11 The APRN Roundtable. What's conduct ed

12 this week will be at the APRN Roundtabl e on

13 Monday. My topic was on |V hydration. |[|'ve

14 gotten a |l ot of questions fromother entities
15 across the nation based on what we're doing

16 here in M ssissippi because M ssissippi is kind
17 of | ooked at as one on the flagships of how to
18 I nvestigate the IV hydration issue that is a

19 bi g i ssue nationwi de, and not only nationw de,
20 but internationally. |1've gotten questions

21 from New Zeal and and Australia because they're
22 seeing this in their countries now, and they

23 don't know really howto handle it.

24 So I'lIl give you guys the feedback from

25 t he evaluation once it's received. But |'ve
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1 got information fromthe National Council that
2 all of the responses have been very positive
3 and that the informati on has been very hel pful.
4 And it shows how we can work together. W work
5 wth the Board of Medicine; we work with the
6 Board of Pharnmacy; and the Board of Nursing to
7 | nvestigate these entities. And that
8 col | aborati on has been very, very effective.

9 So, again, a testanent to you-all for your

10 | eadership in that.

11 And the International Center for

12 Regul atory Schol arshi p Advanced Leadership

13 Institute was held in Washington, D.C., this
14 year. And | nust say we want to congratul ate
15 our staff nenber, Dr. Rebecca Cagle, who

16 conpleted the Institute and received her

17 certification at this event. So we are very
18 proud of her for stepping up to the plate

19 because it does require sone tinme and sone

20 study to do that. But that, again, was a

21 testanent to the kind of staff that we have
22 here at the Board of Nursing.

23 Dr. Burks and | wll be attending a spring
24  Advisory Board neeting at the Canton Career &
25 Techni cal Education Center. They reached out
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1 to us to cone and serve on a panel and ask
2 guestions about career and technical education.
3 Again, that's a buzzword now that you're seeing
4 a |l ot about, and so we wanted to nake sure that
5 nursing has a seat at the table. So they
6 reached out to us, and we'll be doing that, |
7 t hi nk, next week, | believe, the latter part of
8 April.
9 And upcom ng neetings. You heard about
10 the retreat, so there's nothing nore to say on
11 that. Vanessa Gray, ny Executive Assistant,
12 w1l be sending out additional information
13 about that so that you are prepared and
14  accommopdated to attend. And that wll be at
15 the Westin.
16 Li censure Data. There's probably a little
17 bit nore now than when | did this report | ast
18 week because it turns over every 24 hours.
19 But, as you can see, we're right at about
20 65, 000- pl us RNs and LPNs conbined in the State,
21 and there's a breakdown of the advanced
22 practice nurses there for your review
23 The licensures -- the |licenses that we
24 nonitor are nmuch, nuch nore than that. W're
25 at about 80, 000-plus licenses that we are
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1 responsi bl e for because sone of these people
2 have duplicate |icenses that we have to
3 noni t or.
4 Hearing Matters in February. Hearing
5 matters were 20; Letters of Concern were one;
6 six ASPs; we had 26 admnistrative affidavits,;
7 and one adm nistrative denial; and then one
8 cease and desist. That wll probably be a I ot
9 nore at the next neeting based on all that was
10 done this past week. But | wanted to give you
11 this information to show you the kind of work
12 that you do each and every tine you cone for
13 t he Board.
14 I nvestigations & CBC Actions. |If you w |
15 | ook at this, this is sonewhat |Inpressive to ne
16 because it shows that we mailed 241 fingerprint
17 cards during that tine period, which is about
18 roughly a nonth, and we had 251 in-person
19 fingerprints here at the Board. And at that
20 time, 87 new allegations cane in during that
21 time period. And that's normally sonmewhat of
22 an average as far as allegations. So if you
23 multiply that tinmes 12, you'll see how nmany
24 al l egations normally cone in. |It's roughly an
25 average, but that's a |ot.

844.533.DEPO



STATE OF MS. BOARD OF NURSING

Business Meeting - 04/12/2024 Page 38
1 Regul at ory Updates Approved by the OLRC on
2 March 29th, 2024. And you can see those on
3 there: Part 2840, Part 2880, and Part 2820.

4 And the one that is not listed is Part 2825,

5 and that's the procedural one about the stays.
6 And, Brandon, | don't know if you want to
7 hi ghl i ght what that says, basically.

8 BOARD ATTORNEY MR, WALKER: | can.

9 It was mai nly about the appeals,

10 di sci pline being stayed. There was sone

11 admnistrative affidavit | anguage put in there,
12 adm ni strative denial |anguage put in there.
13 It was the sane | anguage that y'all approved,
14 but it went to the OLRC |l ast Friday. So on

15 Good Friday, we had the pleasure of doing that.
16 So it all got approved, and we're waiting on
17 the resol ution.

18 EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR MS. JOHNSON:  So al |
19 of those have been approved by OLRC,

20 thankfully. And once we get the approval for
21 the resolution, then it wll be inplenented.
22 So thank you-all for that.

23 This is technol ogy investnents that we --
24 it's ongoing. All of these projects are

25 ongoi ng. And | nust thank Shan for her hard
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1 work. She's the liaison for technol ogy, and
2 she is always getting the website updated and
3 trying to nake it easier to navigate. She's
4 all into Al, and sonetines | have to tell her
5 to sl ow down because she's all into Al.
6 We have bot and bot videos created, and
7 they're on the website. And this is an
8 educational tool for our licensees. They like
9 that. And, again, the Thought Span data reports
10 are updated. So this is ongoing, but these are
11 the things that we're doing here froma
12 t echnol ogi cal standpoint.
13 And going forward, we want to focus on the
14 key priorities. We wll continue to fulfill
15 our m ssion of protecting the public through
16 nursing regul ati on, and we could not do that
17 w thout your support. So thank you for that.
18 And that is the end of ny report.
19 PRESI DENT MS. CULPEPPER: Thank you,
20 Dr. Johnson.
21 Are there any questions for Dr. Johnson?
22 BOARD MEMBER DR. KING | have a
23 guestion, Madam Presi dent.
24 PRESI DENT MS. CULPEPPER: (Ckay.
25 Dr. King.
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1 BOARD MEMBER DR. KING  Dr. Johnson,
2 thank you for that report. | have a question
3 as to the breakdown of the disciplines and
4 the |icensure data.
5 s there anything that we have currently
6 or have access to that you could break down
7 t hose investigations for APRNs and how nmany are
8 practice related, just for information noving
9 forward for our professional organizations or
10 | egi slators to understand what it | ooks like in
11 our current coll aborative state?
12 EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR M5. JOHNSON: | can
13 | ook at that information. | can probably
14 delve into our database. Interestingly
15 enough, | had another conversation with one
16 of the other Board nenbers simlar to that
17 guesti on.
18 So I'lIl get wwth Dr. Burks, who is ny
19 researcher, and we will delve into that and try
20 to get that information going forward.
21 BOARD MEMBER DR. KING  Thank you.
22 BOARD MEMBER DR. STEWART: | have j ust
23 one question just very quickly to clarify the
24 "Mssion & Vision" that's here on this
25 handout .
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1 Is this something we're going to be
2 di scussing at the retreat, or is this restating
3 from sonet hi ng we al ready have?
4 EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR Ms. JOHNSON: This is
5 restating sonething that we already have.
6 Now, if you-all want to change that, we can
7 di scuss that at the retreat.
8 BOARD MEMBER DR. STEWART: Okay. M
9 only comment is that these are pretty vague,
10 particularly in response to regul ating the
11 nursing practice and education. W don't
12 regul ate all nursing education.
13 EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR Ms. JOHNSON: R ght.
14 BOARD MEMBER DR STEWART: | just think
15 we need to probably be clear about that, that
16 we requl ate --
17 EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR MS. JOHNSON:
18 Practical nursing.
19 BOARD MEMBER DR. STEWART: -- practica
20 nursi ng and education just for clarity
21 because M ssissippi is so different.
22 EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR Ms. JOHNSON.  (Onh,
23 yeah. Yeah.
24 BOARD MEMBER DR. STEWART: That's it.
25 Thank you.
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1 EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR M5. JOHNSON:  Thank
2 you.

3 PRESI DENT Ms. CULPEPPER.  Any ot her

4 questions for Dr. Johnson?

5 (No response)

6 PRESI DENT Ms. CULPEPPER  Thank you,

7 Dr. Johnson. You do a great job for us.

8 Movi ng forward, next is Board business.
9 The first thing we have is business neeting
10 m nutes from February 9th, 2024.

11 Wul d anyone like to nmake a notion to
12 accept thenf

13 BOARD MEMBER MR. CUM NS: | neke a

14 noti on we accept them

15 BOARD MEMBER DR. KING I'll second.
16 PRESI DENT Ms. CULPEPPER. All those in
17 favor, say "aye."

18 BOARD PANEL: Aye.

19 PRESI DENT MS. CULPEPPER: Any of those
20 opposed?

21 (No response)

22 PRESI DENT Ms. CULPEPPER:  Anyone

23 abst ai n?

24 (No response)

25 PRESI DENT MS. CULPEPPER. It noves
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1 f orward.

2 BOARD MEMBER DR. STEWART: My | ask a

3 qui ck question on the m nutes?

4 PRESI DENT Ms. CULPEPPER:  Sure.

5 BOARD MEMBER DR. STEWART: | know there

6 was sone brief conversation about having a

7 different structure of our m nutes.

8 Have we gone anywhere with that?

9 PRESI DENT Ms. CULPEPPER. We have had a
10 di scussion in the Executive Conm ttee about
11 that, and we're | ooking to noving forward
12 wth changi ng how we do that.

13 BOARD MEMBER DR STEWART: All right.

14 Thank you.

15 PRESI DENT Ms. CULPEPPER:  You're

16 wel cone.

17 The next thing is the full Board appellate
18 oral argunment m nutes from Cctober 2nd, 20283.
19 Wul d anyone like to nake a notion?

20 BOARD MEMBER MR. CUM NS: | nake a

21 noti on that we accept those m nutes.

22 PRESI DENT MS. CULPEPPER: |Is there a

23 second?

24 BOARD MEMBER DR. KING | second.

25 PRESI DENT MS. CULPEPPER:. All those in

844.533.DEPO



STATE OF MS. BOARD OF NURSING

Business Meeting - 04/12/2024 Page 44
1 favor, say "aye."
2 BOARD PANEL: Aye.
3 PRESI DENT MS. CULPEPPER: Any opposed?
4 (No response)
) PRESI DENT MS. CULPEPPER: Any abstai n?
6 (No response)
7 PRESI DENT Ms. CULPEPPER It wll nove
8 f orward.
9 On future neetings, the admnistrative
10 hearings and settlenents are set for June 4th,
11 5th, and 6th, beginning at 8:30 a.m On
12 June the 7th, the business neeting will occur
13 at 11: 05 a. m
14 The Panel for June will be Sandra
15 Cul pepper, Carly Wl ker, Janel Mody, and we
16 w Il have an APRN or an RN sitting for that as
17 well to be determ ned.
18 Any questions on that?
19 (No response)
20 PRESI DENT Ms. CULPEPPER:  All right.
21 Moving forward to the Conmttee reports.
22 This norning fromthe Executive Committee,
23 we only have one thing comng out. And it is
24 in regard --
25 I"'msorry. Did |l mss sonething?
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1 (Confers with Board Menber M. Cumm ns).
2 Com ng out of the Executive Committee, we
3 only have one item and, that is, | nove that
4 t he Board adopt the Executive Commttee's
5 recomrendati on to accept the foll ow ng
6 adm nistrative denial for Case No. 2024-0244 in
7 regards to an LPN exam applicati on.
8 Wul d anyone |ike to nake a notion?
9 BOARD MEMBER NORRI S-JOHNSON:  |I' 11 nmake
10 a notion.
11 BOARD MEMBER MR. CUMNS: 1'll second.
12 PRESI DENT MS. CULPEPPER: All those in
13 favor, say "aye."
14 BOARD PANEL: Aye.
15 PRESI DENT MS. CULPEPPER: Any opposed?
16 (No response)
17 PRESI DENT MS. CULPEPPER  Any abstai n?
18 (No response)
19 PRESI DENT MS. CULPEPPER:. We wi |l nove
20 forward with that. And that will be the only
21 thing com ng out of the Executive Commttee.
22 Next, noving on to the Conpliance
23 Comm ttee.
24 Ms. Norris-Johnson?
25 BOARD MEMBER NORRI S- JOHNSON:  Madam
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1 President, | nove that the Board adopts the
2 Conpl i ance Conmittee recommendati on that we
3 approve License No. R-893398, Conpliance
4 Affidavit 2; and, No. 2, we deny P-326356,
5 Conpl i ance Affidavit 2; and one nore, that we
6 approve R-886727, R-905135, NP, Final Order
7 of Modification.

8 PRESI DENT Ms. CULPEPPER. Do | have a
9 second on that notion?

10 BOARD MEMBER MR. CUMM NS: | second.
11 PRESI DENT MS. CULPEPPER: Any

12 di scussi on?

13 (No response)

14 PRESI DENT Ms5. CULPEPPER. Al those in
15 favor, say "aye."

16 BOARD PANEL: Aye.

17 PRESI DENT MS. CULPEPPER  Any opposed?
18 (No response)

19 PRESI DENT Ms. CULPEPPER:  Anyone

20 abst ai n?

21 (No response)

22 PRESI DENT Ms. CULPEPPER It wll nove
23 f orward.

24 Is there anything further out of your
25 Comm ttee?
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1 BOARD MEMBER NORRI S- JOHNSON:  No, ma' am
2 PRESI DENT Ms. CULPEPPER: Thank you,
3 M. Norris-Johnson.
4 Next, we're going to nove to the Advanced
5 Practice Conm tt ee.
6 Dr. Stewart?
7 BOARD MEMBER DR STEWART: W don't have
8 any notions to cone out of the Committee.
9 PRESI DENT Ms. CULPEPPER: Thank you,
10 Dr. Stewart.
11 Next is the Practice Commttee.
12 Ms. Clanton?
13 BOARD MEMBER MS. CLANTON:  We have one
14 thing that we are bringing forward.
15 kay. So what we're going to bring
16 forward is after discussion wwth the Practice
17 Committee, it was decided to update the
18 position statenment with reference to insertion,
19 mai nt enance, and renoval of PICC |ines by using
20 ultrasound. But, also, we want to reference
21 that they need to go to the decision tree to
22 al so confirmany of the conpetencies that they
23 may have i nquired about.
24 PRESI DENT MS. CULPEPPER. Do | have a
25 second on that notion?
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BOARD MEMBER MR. CUMNS: |'Il second.

PRESI DENT Ms. CULPEPPER:  Any
di scussi on?

BOARD MEMBER DR. KING Can | ask a
guestion, Madam Presi dent?

PRESI DENT Ms. CULPEPPER:  Yes.

BOARD MEMBER DR. KING For the position
statenents, are we still |ooking at taking
t hose position statenents down?

PRESI DENT M5. CULPEPPER. W are
currently, within the Practice Commttee,
revi ew ng because we do have a nunber of
people that still do | ook at these position
statements. So as a Commttee, we are
review ng each one of themcurrently, and we
wi Il conme back to the table in June with our
recomendations currently at this tine. But
we are referencing the decision tree still.

Any ot her questions?

BOARD MEMBER DR STEWART: Well, just to
tag along, | think I'"'malso trying to
clarify. If we are shifting to the decision
tree, I"'mtrying to understand the need to
update the existing position descriptions

right now. |'mnot opposed to it. [|I'm
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trying to understand why we woul d be revising
position statenents if our nove really is to
stop referring to then?

BOARD MEMBER M5S. CLANTON. Well, with
this particular one, the position statenent
Is already out there. It is still on the
website. It's still out there. And it was
very specific to the confirmation was vi a
X-ray, and it was very specific to say this
Is howit's going to be done, via X-ray. And
what they want to do is add the verbiage to
use the ultrasound, which is the standard
ri ght now.

BOARD MEMBER DR. STEWART: Right.

BOARD MEMBER MS. CLANTON:  So that's the
reason why we said we're going to go ahead
and approve that, where they can go ahead and
refer to that. But we do want to go back and
| ook at the position statenents that are out
t here because there are 18 or 19 that are
standing out there. And seeing the
viability, "Do we need to pull them down?",
or, "What's the viability? Wy are they
still out there?" So we're going to go back

and | ook at each one individually.
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BOARD MEMBER DR. STEWART: | ncluding the
one that we just updated?

BOARD MEMBER MS. CLANTON. Every one of
t hem

BOARD MEMBER DR. STEWART:  Ckay.

BOARD MEMBER DR KING  And then |ike
maki ng sure that there's not a, | guess,
di screpancy in the position statenent versus
the decision tree?

BOARD MEMBER MS. CLANTON: Exactly, nake

sure there's no conflicts. Because, |ike |
said, they're still out there. People are
still looking at them So it's still on the
website. So we've got to -- that's what

they're | ooking at also. And there are
people, fromwhat |'ve |earned from
Dr. Burks, that are | ooking at the decision
tree, too. This is comng froma facility,
and this is what they were citing.

PRESI DENT Ms. CULPEPPER  Any ot her
questions?

(No response)
PRESI DENT MS. CULPEPPER: All those in

favor, say "aye.
BOARD PANEL: Aye.
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1 PRESI DENT MS. CULPEPPER: Any opposed?

2 (No response)

3 PRESI DENT MS. CULPEPPER: Any abstai n?

4 (No response)

) PRESI DENT MS. CULPEPPER: It will nove

6 f orward.

7 s there any other further business from

8 your Commttee, Ms. O anton?

9 BOARD MEMBER MS. CLANTON:  Not hi ng el se.
10 PRESI DENT MS. CULPEPPER: Next, we have
11 the Adm ni strative Code.

12 Ms. Gentry?

13 BOARD MEMBER Ms. GENTRY: Yes. | don't
14 have a report, but | do have a praise; and
15 that is for the phenonenal Adm nistrative

16 Code Conmmittee that did so nuch great work
17 this year.

18 And, also, Ms. Saltzman and M. Wal ker, |
19 know we are awaiting resolution from OLRC for
20 the Adm nistrative Code revision, but | just
21 have just a huge and trenendous anount of

22 appreciation for the hours and hours of work
23 that was put into this, not only by our

24 phenonenal |egal team but al so by our

25 wonderful Conmmtt ee.
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1 So just a big "thank you" on the record,
2 pl ease.
3 PRESI DENT Ms. CULPEPPER: Thank you,
4 Ms. Gentry.
5 Next is the Finance Conmm ttee.
6 M. Cunm ns?
7 BOARD MEMBER MR. CUM NS: | have a
8 report fromthe Finance Committee on the
9 fiscal year budget, the "Fiscal Year
10 ' 24 Budget and Expense Analysis." You have
11 the report in front of you, and |I'm not going
12 to go real deep. 1'll hit sone high points
13 here; and, if you have questions, |'l| be
14 happy to answer them
15 Revenue coll ected through March was
16 $2, 290, 400. Qur total budget is $5,062,992.
17 And our current purchase orders are sitting at
18 $152, 716. 30. W have parked funds avail abl e at
19  $18,232.37, and that would be fixed itens, such
20 as i nsurance, work conp., DFA paynents, so on
21 and so forth as far as that goes. Total
22 commtnments to date is $170,948.67. Qur actual
23 expenses for the fiscal year are $3, 338, 164. 70.
24  And our current available remaining in the
25 fiscal budget total is $1,553, 878. 63.
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1 If you'll ook at your breakdown under
2 "Sal aries," we have expended about
3 49. 95 percent of this budget. That's going to
4 be due to us having around -- well, not
5 around -- but having 14 openings within the
6 agency at the tine. So the salary budget has
7 not been expended by any neans.

8 As far as travel, we are slightly over on
9 travel at 76.14 percent. W still have about
10 two and a half nonths left in this fiscal year,

11 so | think we're going to be fine there. W

12 probably will see expending that entire budget,
13 t hough, by the end of the fiscal year.

14 For commodities, we've expended 58 percent
15 of that budget. Capital out equipnent is

16 sitting at 2.85 percent, which is greatly under
17 budget. That is a budget that we normally | ook
18 at towards the end of the fiscal year to see

19 what the needs are as far as electronic

20 repl acenent, so on and so forth. So that is

21 sonething that Ms. Montgonery is eval uating now
22 to see where expenses need to take pl ace.

23 As far as subsidies and | oans, we're going
24 to be at 100 percent of that budget, neaning

25 that the amount will be fully utilized there.
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1 I n conclusion, our total expenses are

2 sitting at 72.65 percent of the budget, and

3 that shows that we're clearly managi ng our

4 expenses effectively. W are in good financi al

5 standing with the Board, and we're able to

6 continue the work of the Board with avail abl e

7 cash at this tinme of $6, 774, 465. 17.

8 If you go to page 2, you can see sone

9 I nformation on fiscal year '25. W have not

10 gotten approval for our fiscal year '25 budget
11 as of yet, but there are three nmain areas that
12 we were |looking at for proposal that we hope to
13 get sone feedback on, | guess you woul d say.

14 We did | ook at sone sal ary increases.

15 W' ve requested a one to four percent raise for
16 staff that did not get a raise in fiscal year
17 '*24. W also are looking at a 10 percent raise
18 for all nursing staff and new recruits.

19 As far as staffing positions, as |

20 mentioned earlier, we have 14 open positions.
21 We are proposing to retain 41 of our current

22 positions and are open to | osing one part-tine
23 position that's got a pay rate of $15,000, and
24 that would be a clerk position. So we're open
25 to giving that one up.
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1 As far as Ofice of Nursing Wrkforce, we
2 continue to advocate for financial resources
3 for the ONW We don't |look to see -- we don't
4 expect to see an increase in that budget this
5 year, but we do have a projected plan going
6 into fiscal year '26/'27.

7 As far as other matters, the Board has got
8 a share of health insurance prem uns that are

9 going to increase by $18 a nonth. The

10 retirenment benefits are projected to increase
11 by two percent. That bill died in Conmttee,
12 so we don't have to worry about that. The rate
13 for mleage rei nbursenent has increased from
14 65 cents to 67 cents per mle.

15 So overall, we're in a good financi al

16 state. The finances are sufficient to continue
17 the financial m ssion and purpose of the Board.
18 "' mopen to any questions if y'all have

19 any.

20 PRESI DENT Ms. CULPEPPER  Thank you,

21 M. Cunm ns.

22 May | get a notion to approve M. Cumm ns'
23 fi nance report?

24 BOARD MEMBER DR. KING | nmake a notion.
25 BOARD MEMBER MS. CGENTRY: [|'Il second.
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1 PRESI DENT Ms. CULPEPPER:  Any
2 di scussi on?
3 (No response)
4 PRESI DENT Ms. CULPEPPER. All those in
5 favor, say "aye."
6 BOARD PANEL: Aye.
7 PRESI DENT MS. CULPEPPER: Any opposed?
8 (No response)
9 PRESI DENT MS. CULPEPPER: Any abstai n?
10 (No response
11 PRESI DENT MS. CULPEPPER: The next thing
12 on the agenda is the Ofice of Nursing
13 Wor kf orce Commi ttee.
14 Ms. O anton, do you have anythi ng?
15 BOARD MEMBER M5. CLANTON. W do not
16 have anyt hi ng t oday.
17 PRESI DENT MS. CULPEPPER:  Under "Q her
18 Committee Business,” at this point, we are in
19 April; and, therefore, we will be having
20 elections in June. So it's appropriate to
21 have a di scussi on about a Nom nati ng
22 Commi ttee.
23 At this point, | would Iike to ask for any
24  volunteers that would like to participate on
25 that Commttee?
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1 BOARD MEMBER Ms. GENTRY: ['1l gladly
2 participate on the Commttee.
3 PRESI DENT Ms. CULPEPPER: Thank you,
4 Ms. Gentry.
5 Anyone el se?
6 (No response)
7 PRESI DENT Ms. CULPEPPER  Typically, we
8 have three to four people that sit on this
9 Commttee. So do | have any other vol unteers
10 that would like to --
11 Yes, Dr. Johnson?
12 EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR MS. JOHNSON: | think
13 even though they're volunteers, there has to
14 be an el ection process according to the
15 bylaws. | just wanted to nake sure you --
16 BOARD MEMBER MR- CUMMNS: ['Il nom nate
17 Lacey Gentry as the director of this -- or
18 the chair of this Nom nating Comm ttee.
19 BOARD MEMBER M5. CLANTON: [|'ll second
20 t hat .
21 PRESI DENT Ms5. CULPEPPER. Al l those in
22 favor, say "aye."
23 BOARD PANEL: Aye.
24 PRESI DENT MS. CULPEPPER  Any opposed?
25 (No response)
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1 PRESI DENT MS. CULPEPPER: Any abstai n?
2 (No response)
3 PRESI DENT MS. CULPEPPER: Any questions?
4 (No response).
5 BOARD MEMBER MR. CUMM NS: | would |ike
6 to nomnate Ms. Carly Wal ker to the
7 Comm tt ee.
8 Do you want us to get all of the
9 nom nations and then vote?
10 PRESI DENT Ms. CULPEPPER: Yes. Let's go
11 ahead and do the rest.
12 BOARD MEMBER DR. KING | would like to
13 nom nate Ms. Janel Mbody.
14 BOARD MEMBER MS. CLANTON: |'Il second
15 bot h nom nati ons.
16 PRESI DENT Ms. CULPEPPER. W th that, all
17 in favor, say "aye."
18 BOARD PANEL: Aye.
19 PRESI DENT MS. CULPEPPER: Any opposed?
20 (No response)
21 PRESI DENT Ms. CULPEPPER.  Any abstai n?
22 (No response)
23 PRESI DENT MS. CULPEPPER We will nove
24 forward with that Commttee with Ms. Gentry
25 as Chair. Thank you.
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1 At this point, all of our business has
been conpl eted for the day.
Do we have a notion for adjournnent?
BOARD MEMBER MR. CUM NS:. | nake a

2

3

4

5 noti on we adj ourn.
6 PRESI DENT Ms. CULPEPPER. Do we have a
7 second?

8 BOARD MEMBER MS. GENTRY: 1'll second.
9 PRESI DENT Ms. CULPEPPER. Al those in

10 favor, say "aye.
11 BOARD PANEL: Aye.

12 PRESI DENT MS. CULPEPPER: All right.
13 Thank you.

14 ( HEARI NG ADJOURNED AT 12:04 P.M)

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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1 CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER
2
3 I, AMY¥ M KEY, Court Reporter and Notary
4 Public for the State of M ssissippi, do hereby
5 certify that the above and foregoi ng pages contain
6 a full, true and correct transcript of the
7 proceedi ngs had in the aforenaned case at the tine
8 and pl ace i ndi cated, which proceedi ngs were
9 recorded by ne to the best of ny skill and

10 ability.

11 | certify that | have no interest, nonetary

12 or otherwi se, in the outcone of this case.
13 This the 14t h day of My, 2024.
14
15
16
17 AMY M- KEY, CSR, RPR
18
19 My Commi ssi on Expires:
Cct ober 10, 2025
20
21
22
23
24
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